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Key Findings 
 

 Decency: IPMs checked the options available for food, and were pleased to see the presence 
of a range of healthy options. The food was of a good quality. 
 

 Effective, courteous and humane exercise of authority: IPMs observed prisoners being 
scanned and searched during various movements around the prison, and confirmed the 
prisoners were treated courteously and with dignity. 
 

 Purposeful Activity - Visits: IPMs were pleased to note that staff are actively engaged with 
partner agencies in securing solutions for prisoners to receive visits from family members who 
are unable to travel due to infirmity. There are measures being identified whereby a carer 
might be identified to transport the family member to the prison, where purpose-built facilities 
are in place for their safety and comfort. 
 

 Purposeful Activity  Visits: IPMs also looked at cases where prisoners had complained 
about restrictions placed on their visits, and concluded that these restrictions had been applied 
fairly. However, more could be done to better explain to prisoners the reasons for such 
restrictions. IPMs welcome a new approach being implemented which will see a manager 
providing such explanations directly to the prisoners. 

 

 
Updates and Actions 
 

 Organisational effectiveness - Staffing: SPS staffing remains an on-going issue, particularly 
the retention of staff. This is eased by the addition of detached-duty staff. The prison 
population remains just below design capacity. 
 

 

 
IPM Focus in the Next Quarter 
 
 Staffing: IPMs will continue to monitor staffing levels, and any potential subsequent impact 

upon the regimes. 
 

 Health and Wellbeing: IPMs will continue to monitor NHS staffing levels and how it impacts 
access to healthcare services. 
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