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Key Findings 
 

 Home Detention Curfew (HDC): Some prisoners complained to Independent Prison Monitors 
that they had not been granted HDC (when it had been expected). IPMs were able to clarify to 
prisoners that the policy on HDC had changed and SPS were no longer permitted to grant 
HDC to prisoners convicted of violent crimes. 

 Population management: IPMs heard that the prison population had significantly increased, 
and were concerned there was greater demand for work opportunities and programme places, 
etc. Staff were working hard to do the best they could to ensure an adequate regime continued 
to operate. 

 Health and social care: IPMs stated their concern that there may be a lack of facilities for 
disabled prisoners (for example there are few ‘disabled cells’). SPS staff responded to say that 
there was not a standardised set of support for disabled prisoners, as their care required an 
individualised response. SPS and NHS staff work together to establish what needs to be 
provided for disabled prisoners on a case-by-case basis. 

 Effective, courteous and humane exercise of authority: IPMs observed the Internal 
Complaints Committee process in operation and found it to be well managed, respectful, 
considerate and fair. 

 Effective, courteous and humane exercise of authority: IPMs spoke with staff and 
prisoners in the Separation and Reintegration Unit, and concluded that the unit worked well.  
Plans were in place for managing each prisoner, and the needs of prisoners were considered 
and provided for. 

 

Updates and Actions 
 

 Healthcare: IPMs continued to be concerned about NHS staffing levels and the impact on 
waiting times for prisoners. This was exacerbated by the increased prisoner numbers, and the 
subsequent increase in demand for healthcare services. 

 Smoke-free prisons: IPMs monitored the recent implementation of the smoke-free prisons 
policy and found that a range of support was available to prisoners. To date IPMs had not 
noted anything adverse arising from the policy’s implementation. 

 

Focus in the Next Quarter 
 

 IPMs will monitor the potential impact that a high prison population may be having on the delivery 
of various elements of the regimes, for example access to work and programmes. 

 IPMs will monitor the delivery of healthcare services. 

 IPMs will work to raise the profile of the independent prison monitoring service. 
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